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Welcome tO Blol(edown CE PrimarH SCl'lOOl!

We are so excited that you are going bo be skarhng our Recephon Class
and cannot wait to gek ko know you and lo help you make lobs of new
I:riends. Being in Recephon is the mosk wonclerJ:ul adventure where you

wiH Plaﬂ o,ncl leo,rn new skills QVQFH dag BH H‘Le end Of Hm Beo,r, leU,

will be able to do so many o,mo,z'mg Hw'mgs. You will have explored the

WOI"ld o,rou,nd HOU, O,I'Id mosk imporkanHH had SO much J:u,nl

This booklet is o help you and your Fami[ies understand whal be'mg in
Recephon ot Blakedown will be like.

We hope you enjoH looking ot it and thal this helps you lo gel’ as

exciked ObOUk SChOO[ as we aH are!

Qur school Vision and Values

Al Blakedown, the rools of our vision are from Psalm 13914
T will Praise you because I am fearfully and wanderfully made’
derived from the J;o,ct that we are all u,niqu,e and made in God's image with individual talents and
dreams.

Ak Blakedown we wo,nt our children:

® lobe haPPH in and oul of school, to have a deep—rooted sense of JOY in their lives and o

be content and comj;ortable with who H’IQH are,
L to recognise H'»eir individualikg o,nd ko use H’»eir talents o,nd abilihes in SERVICE OJ; onrs;

® lobe equlpped with a love of learnmg and the skills and resilience to J:lourlsh in the face of
lij;e‘s challenges to ACHIEVE and be the bes!t version of themselves.

Christian Valus




The grown-ups who will be helping you

O ur S taff

in Recephon

are...
Mrs Nash Class leacher Mrs Schwartz Class Mrs Thomas Class
(Mon-Tue) Teacher (Wed-Fri) Teaching Assistant

Mr Newbold (PE
TCOChCF)




How wiu we gef fo |<now gou?

Home Visils

We wiu o,rro,nge a hme wiH1 Hour grown-ups when we cah come and visik

HOU Gk home. YOU can Sl”LOW us HOUF fOVOUFike kOljS o,nd keu us ObOUk whak

you like to do.

When we come lo visit you, we will ask you and your grown-up some
queshons that will help us J:'md out lols of 'mj:ormo,hon aboul you.

Over the summer, help your grown-ups lo J:ill in the ‘All About Me’ Passporf
that we will share with you and your J:riends in September and displaﬂ in

H’»e ClOSSFOOf’ﬂ.

Visihng Your New Classroom
Before you start school in Sepkember, we will invile you lo meel us and
lo see your new classroom on Transilion DO,Ijl. Your Jzomilies alreaclﬂ
know this date. There will be lots of foHS out that you can Plag with
and lols Of new J;riencls thal you will gef lo meel.




Starl’ing School

On your J;irsk clag in Recephon you will be Put into 2 smaller groups. Some Of you
mlght come in for the morning and some Of you will come in o,fter lunch. We will
be sencl’mg out a leler lo your grown-ups which will give the delails Of your J;’Lrsk
clo,g al school and the hmings.

On your J;irsk and second clag your grown-up will kake you lo your classroom and
help you Puk your bag and coal away. Then you will be able o give them a big
hug and say 900&556. Don't worry Hlough your grown-up alwo,Hs come back al
the end of the clo,H for big cuddles and fo J:'mcl out all that you have been geHlng
up fol

On the third daH ak school, you will skaH for the whole morning and for your lunch
bool (We will fell you more aboul lunch lime later in this bookleb). After lunch, your

SI"OWI’I-U«PS Wi” come o,ncl PiCl( HOU, uP o,ncl kake HOU« home.

Aj;ker those three clags, you will then be sfaHlng at school for the whole clo,H. This
booklel tells you about all the amaz’mg achivities that you will be go‘mg to do when

HOU« are Gt SCl’lOOL

The Jcirsf Few weeks can be h’ring and bewi/dermg even tf your child is used o
Nursery or being with a childminder. Don't worry tf your child becomes ulosef; we
are used to dea/ing with this situakion. Children usua//y sfop crying quicUy and

we can Io/wne HOU I'O reassure HOU /afer in H’te session.

Transition Dales

TuGSdGH |5Hl IU[H am or Pm
WednesdaH 3rd Sepfember am or Pm
ThUFSdGH 4% Sepkember am or Pm

Fridaﬂ 5Hl Sepkember to include lunch (P[eose bring a Packed lunch)




Qur School Dag in Recelphon

840 a.m. Main gates and enl’rances l'O SChOOl oPened an adu”’ Wi” meet

HOUF Child Gt Hm entrance dOOf‘

850 am School starks with morning registration
1150 a.m. Lunch ime

100 p.m. Agternoon regiskration

320 pm. End of the school day, qales are apened por colleckion

320-530 p-m. WraP Around Care school Provision is open. This must be

Pre—booked and Paid J:or.

Snack Time

Free milk (unkil age 5) and J;ruik is available and we encourage all

children lo access this al snack lime. IJ: your child is not able to have
milk for whalever reason, Pleo,se let us know and we will speo,k with you
about alternalive o,rrangemenks. We also encourage children o bring ina
waler boltle, waler onlg from home lo keep in school lo access khroughouk

Hw ClO,lj PlQO,SC ma|<e sure H’Le waker bOkHC hO,S HOU,F Childls name on.

Lunchhme
Packed Lunch - Children may br'mg a Packed lunch and drink which

should be in a named conlainer/lunch box. This will be stored in the

Recephon Class cloakroom during the do,g. Please do not send in J:izzH

dr'mks, anHHung with nuls or unhealH‘»H snacks or sweels.

SChOOl LUDC"ICS - HOI: SChOOl dinners are FREE J:Of‘ Ou children in

Recephon, YCOF | and Y@Of‘.

S —
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KeH Ianormahon

Absences and illness
Af Blakedown CE PrimarH a%endance is a keH area OJ; Prioritg. Absences, Parhcularlg in earlg
educahon, has a considerable eﬂ;ed on children’s developmenk IJ; your child is away prom
Recephon because Of any i”ness, Pleo,se nohj;ﬁ us as o the reason on the J;irsk da}j of absence. We
stronglg discou,ro,ge Po,renks from bool(mg holida&js in lerm lime.

If Bour chi[d suﬂ:ers J;rom a medico,l condihon requiring kreatmenk such as an inhaler, we wi”

requ,ire up to date medicalion to be kept in school. A form must also be compleked af the school
OJ;J;ice.
Ttis imPorkant that we can o,lwo,Hs conlact Po,renks in cases Of emergency. Please 'mJ;orm school

immediate[g ij; your kelephone number changes.

SaJpeg uard'mg

All schools take the so,J:etH and we“—be’mg of the children in their care very seriouslH. Qur
safeguarchng Policg is on our website, and we would be clelighked bo talk ko you J:u,rHler aboul this.

OUF SCl’lOOl so,feguarclmg leads are-

Mrs Beckj;ord— Mrs Nash Miss Low
Bond (Depukg Designahzcl (Depulg Designah
(Designal’ed Safeguard‘mg Lead:;s-f 4 __.s Saj:eguording Lea
Saj:eguard'mg Lead) —>

VL: %
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We are |<een JiOF Hw children lfO wear fu“ SChOOl u,nij;orm (WhiCh must be c[earlﬂ named) as

School Uni"porm

unij;orms Provides smo,rk, Pro,chco,l cloH’»ing and shows that the children belong ko our school J;o,milg.

Our unigorm consists Of:

Grey (rousers/sharls)

Blue P’maj;ore or skirt

Lighk Blue shirt

Blue cardlgan or swealkshirt (school logo ophonal)

Sensible, blGCI( shoes (Velcro J;asten'mgs Pleasel)

B[ue and whike Ch@Cl(Qd summer dress

We cannot emphasise enough the imporfo,nce of naming everglh'mg. We do our best to help the
children Puk their H‘»ings away but it is for easier lo locale o miss'mg Jumper in the classroom LJ: it
is named. Also remember lo Puk a name label in shoes and coals as many children oﬂen have

similar ones. Don‘tforget the wellies!
e




Whal does your child need o bring with them to school?

Loks of the fun achivities that your child will be able to explore are very
messy. We do have aprons for them to wear bul it's somelimes hard lo
skaﬂ clean when Hneg are having pun. Please can you Provide a nomed

bag with some spare clothes which include a change of underwear and

SOCI(S, a kOP, some boHoms o,nd a Jumper or cardigon. We can leo,ve Hwis

on their Peg jusk in case we need il.

We Plag oulside in the ouldoor area every daH.
® In winler your child will need to wear a codl, 9loves and a woo”H hat.

® In the summer you child will need to wear a sun hak bring in
some sun cream and wear clothes thal keep their neck and

shoulde rs cove red.

o PlCOSQ lQOVC a pair Of weuingfons Ol' SCl’lOOl O,H Heo,r round.

Whal should you leave al home?
Your child does not need o bring any of their own koHs in fo school. We

have plenkg Of pun Hlings lo Plo’ﬂ with here and we do not wank their
kogs bo gek accidenkallﬂ lost or broken.

We encourage c/u'[dren nof }0 wearjewellery [0 SC/IOO[fOF safelfy

reasons bU[' undersfand Hzaf H‘tiS may nof GIWGHS be possible FOI’ a”

[:ai[fh-based reasons.




Whal will help me be independenl in Recephon?

We want you bo be as independenk as you can in Recepl’ion as you are
becoming $0 grown up. You will be allowed to go ko the loilel whenever

HOU, neecl tO 80. J-U,Sk kell a gl"OWﬂ-U,P. We hOVQ aur own koileks in

Recephon SO HOU, won't |"l0,V€ fOI" tO gO. ]:f HOU, dO |"l0,V€ a MH@ o,ccidenk
Pleo,se dO I’IO[’ WOI’I"H, jU,Sk mo,|<e sure HOU, bring a named bo,g W'LH'I some

SPOF@ ClOH’lCS in o,nd we can help HOU gek changed.

Where will I 'puf my H}ings?

You will have your own peg in Recephon, this will be your space lo

hang HOUI" bag o,nd COOk.

- —
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TI‘IC EQFIH YCOFS Curriculum

In Sepiember 202| a new Earlg Years Siaiuiorij Framework and curriculum
guido,nce was introduced. For us at Blakedown this J:eii like @ big opporiuniig io

modiﬂj our pro,ciice and conlinue lo deveiop all the Hiings that we believe are so

brilliant about Earig Years at Blakeciown.

Our Earlg Years Foundalion Siage curriculum is orgo,nisecl bo take care of and
cievelop the whole child and noijusi their academic learning. Our EYFS curriculum

is splii inio 7 areas oJ: learning, 3 prime areas anci 4 specipic areas.

Personai, Social and Emational Deveiopmeni

Phgsical Developmeni
Communicalion and Language
Liiero,cg

Mathemalics

Unciersianciing the World
Expressive Arls and Design

Our EYFS curriculum also includes the Characleristics of Eﬂ;eciive

Leorning. These focus not on whal children |<now, bul how children learn.

o Ploging and Exploring — our children invesiigaie and experience

H‘iings o,nd evenis OFOU,HCl H’iem o,nd ‘ho,ve a 80.'

® Aclive Leorning — our children concenlrale o,nd |<eep irHing iJ: H‘ieg

experierice diﬂ:iculiies, as well as enjoHing whal H‘iQH achieve.

o Creol’ing and Thinking Cril'icoug — our children have and deveiop their

own ideas, make links belween ciiﬂ;ereni and experiences and develop
siraiegies for doing Hiings.

sy
B, o< &=




Trilps and Visitors

We will goon a krip ot least once every halj: kerm, we like to use our local area as much
as we can. We also like o invile visitors to school, SO if you have o,ngﬂwing intereshng lo

sho,re, Please lek us I(I’IOW.

Recent krips and visitors have included-

® | adies Pool
® Thealre h‘ip

o Hagleg Librarﬂ
® Church

® |ower Smile Farm

e HSBC
o Plakj:orm Rail
o Balanceabilifﬂ

-




How will your child learn bH Iplaging?

You are 9oin9 lo be very busg in Recephon and you will sPend a lot Of your bime
P[O,Hing. Thal is because Plaaing is one of the best ways you can learn! PlaHing
helps you lo develop your ta“dng, lo manage and understand how you are feeling
and lo help you make new I;riends. You will be able to Pro,chce new ideas and

ski[ls, to to,ke ris|<s, show imaginahon o,nd solve Problems. In Recephon Hou, wi”

get the chance lo PlO'E] inside and oulside! Here are a few examples of how the

togs and aclivilies we have in Recephon will help you bo learn:

Sand and waler Plo,g can be an eo,rlg introduction lo science and maH‘ms, eg.

learning H’»d water is J;lu,id, not solid, o,nd H’»d it can be meo,su,red in

diﬂ;erenk sized conlainers

Plo,g'mg WiH’l dough, dro,w'mg o,nd Painhng Pictures o,nd dressing uP

Buildmg blocks, J'igso,ws o,nd sho,Pe sorkers can help WLH’» recognizing diﬂ;erent shaPes o,nd
sizes, Puthng H‘»'mgs in order o,nd developmg logic.

Plo,g'mg bo,u games, do,ncing, ru,nn'mg, climbing 0,“ help ko develop bodg movemenk, skrengﬂm,
flexibilit&j and co-ordination skills.

Go,mes help WLH’» turn kaking, sho,r'mg o,nd mix'mg WiH’I onrs.

Smgmg, Plaaing simP[e music instruments help to develop thHlm, lisken'mg o,nd

hearing.

The ro[e—PlaH area is a wonderj;u,l Place For make—believe, dressing U,P, trHing

ou,t diﬂ;erent roles. H Provides scope J;or developing imo,gmo,hon, language,

sharing, co—opero,hon o,nd makhemahcs.

Through cool(mg Hua children are able o discover Hm Properhes of diﬂ;erent
tHPes OJ: J;ood as weu as developing language, mo,Hlemo,hco,l o,nd scienhfic s|<i”s.
Readmg and leo,rn'mg skories. Wrihng and mo,r|<-mo,|<’mg. Chi[dren will also

develop these skills H’»rough do,ill:] Phonics sessions.




What will | do at School?

We will play inside and outside at school every day. There are soc many
fun activities for you to explore. Here are a few ...

Number and Shape




Phonics and Earlg Reoding

At BlOI(CdOWﬂ Primarﬂ SChOOl we use LLkHC Wo,ndle Le%ers and Sounds as our

ChOSQﬂ Deparkmenk fOf‘ Educahon-validaked PhOﬂiCS Programme.

Litlle Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised Provides all the Planning, resources and

suppork needed. Our pedago% ensures ophmum learning fgor the maximum number
of children. Taughf with J:ide[ikﬂ, in Para”e[ lo the commilted developmenk of
vocabulorﬂ and comprehension, and in a conlext thal embraces Reading fgor
Pleasure, it can Provide reading success for all children, regardless of their

bOCkg round.

Find oul more:

hHPSI //WWW. liHlCWOﬂC“C[C%C rsandsounds.org.uk /FCSOUFCQS/J[ZO r- Parents/

i wl) |
ofio LETTERSAND
sab BIGCAT \QESEiEEN

_REVISED _

Wrihng

Al Blakedown Primarl:j School we use Kinehc LeHers as our chosen handwrihng

Prog ramme.

Find oul more: h%lps:/ /www.kineliclelters.com/



https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.kineticletters.com/

Malhs

Al Blakedown Primarg School, we use White Rose Malths as our chosen malhs
scheme.
This engagmg and 'mspir'mg earlﬂ years maths resources help children explore

mo,Hlemo,hcs in meaningj:ul WOHS. ThCH O[SO encourage Hw dCVClOPmCNIf OJS Hw

core maHms Sl(i”S H’tOl’ mo,|<e UP Hw 6(1!‘[5 HQGFS curriculum‘

Find oul more:

Mklps://whiteroseeducahon.com/resources?subjecf:lprimorg+maths&5ear:nurser5



https://whiteroseeducation.com/resources?subject=primary+maths&year=nursery

Evidence Me - Online Learning I ournols . @
evidenceme

In Recephon we will share your child's learning with you via their online
learning ]ourna[. We do this via an app called Evidence Me. This is free
for Po,renks lo download and access and you will be able o see
Phofographs Of your child's learning within school. We also encourage
]:ami[ies lo upload Phokos and videos of what their children gek up lo ot
home. Your child will be a focus or ‘Targek Tiger' al least once a term.

This is a brilliank way of supporhng your child with their speaking and

lisfen'mg skills, boosts the children's conj;idence and is a greak way of

helping StOﬂ: learn more Gl)OUlf BOUF Child an Personal lCVCL

Sta& and Plaa Sessions

Al least every lerm we invile J:o,milies into school to work alongside their child and learn

hOW H‘LCH can SUPPOFt H‘»em 0|f home. SQSSiOﬂS can include-

® Kinelic Lelters
® Phonics

o Mulki-skills
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Whal can you do ko make sure thal your child is readg for
Recephon?

There are some Hl'mgs that you can start working on with your child to
make sure that Hmeﬂ are readg for school. These include evergHwing from
Prochsing Pukhng their coal on lo wrihng their names. There are also lots
of other H’Lings that you can do lo support your child with the transition

EO SChOO[. HCFC are a fCW idCOS...

-Talk to them and listen o them
- Sing songs and Nurserﬂ rhgmes kogekher

- Plag games with them — Prochse |,'o,|<'mg lurns
- Read books to them
-Visil your local librorﬂ.
- Teach them lo take care of books — how do you burn pages co,rej;ullg?
- Count regularlﬂ
E.g. How many bubtons on this
dress? How many cups on
the table?
- Recogmse dij:ferenf sizes:
E..g. lo,rge/ small
Thick/thin
- Talk about shaPes and colours.
E.g‘ Sort and malch objecks.
- Give your child the oPPorkunikH lo write and draw and scribble

us'mg pens, crayons, J;eu hps and Pencils.

- Praclise selj:-care skills
Go to the loilel and wash and Clr‘lj
hands? Pul on/take off coaks?
Pul on/take off shoes?

HOld ONd use scissors?




There are also some I;o,ntashc books and resources thal you can use with your child to begin

|,'al|<ing aboul sl’arl’ing school.

My Thisis a love[g game that can be I:ou,nd on the
FIRST

DAY

At School

BBC Bilesize website. You can creale your own

cho,racter ancl ChOOSQ whak SChOOl unij;orm H‘LQH

are going ko wear.

Below are some lOVGlH l’)OOI(S H’LO% HOU COU[(J,

use lo stark ta“(mg aboul starhng school.

Lulu's First Day by Anna McQuinn.

Lucy and Tom go to School by Shirley Hughes

,,r‘ BUNE s =)
‘“g@ ‘Jm Starting School by Janet and Allan Ahlberg

‘ 3 !
& 0H*

Junet amd Alkas Ahlberg

® '; é;«:\ ¥ % We are Welcome by Alexandra Penfold

P

\Whiffy Wilson

welk
W

i "' Wiffy Wilson: The Wolf who wouldn't go to School by Caryl Hart

Harry and the Dinosaurs go to School by Ian Whybrow




It is good ko talk...

FOF some OJ; HOU, Bour child's firSl' dOH Of SChOOl COﬂﬂOIf come soon

CNOUgl"L! FOF OH'lCFS Hw H‘»ougM Of HOUF Child skarhng RCCCPhOﬂ maﬂ mo,|<e

you J;eel worried and anxious. However you may be J:ee[ing, one H‘Ling that

we ask Of you is thal you balk o your child aboul starhng school in a
Posihve manner. Lel them lalk o you about any worries thal H‘»eﬂ may
have or whal Hmeﬂ are looking J:orward to. Show them that you are exciled

O/bOU,k Hw new advenkure H‘»ak H"Leﬂ are about |50 skart and use Hwis booklek

bo talk about whal the school daH will look like for them.

We are not oan here fOr Hw children, buk fOf‘ aur Parenks o,nd communihj
EOO. ]:f HOU ever need help, OdViCQ or suppork Please dO come and chat tO

us and iJ: there is anHH‘»ing at all we can do to help, we will.

s <
By g

Thank you ror reading this booklet. We hope it has 9iven you all the
'mJ:ormo,hon you will need before your child starts with us. IJ; there is

anHH’»ing ClSC HOU, need kO |<now, PlQOSC dO nok hesikake kO come o,nd

SPGOI( kO us. We FCQHH are looking fOI"WOI"d kO wor|<'m9 WiH’L UOU, kO make

sure thal your child has the best Possible start to their lime o} schooll
IJ: you wish to contact Mrs Nash and Mrs Schwarlz with any queshons

or concerns, Please conkack us via our earlﬂ Heo,rs emo,il. This is

earlgeo,rs@blakedownlprimo,rg.worcs.sch.uk we Wi“ gek bOCI( kO HOU, as

soon as Possible.

We cannol wail to welcoac:)gour child to Recephon!

MI“S NQSl’I, MI"S SCI‘LWOI"%Z o,nci MI"S Thomo,s o,ncl O” Hw, adu”s.



mailto:earlyears@blakedownprimary.worcs.sch.uk

