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SCIENCE POLICY
1. Strategy
At Blakedown CE Primary School our science curriculum will enable all children to flourish and prepare them for their futures, where they will serve fully as members of society. They will find joy in and develop their love of science through the practical hands on experiences and knowledge-based science curriculum which will encourage their curiosity and questioning.  Pupils will explore the diversity and wonders of the scientific, technological and natural world through a curriculum that builds on and links prior learning.  They will start to identify how they and others are ‘fearfully and wonderfully made.’ Psalm 139. They will achieve and fulfil their potential, acquiring scientific knowledge and vocabulary enabling them to demonstrate their knowledge and skills.  
2. Policy
At Blakedown CE Primary School we provide a high quality broad and balanced science education embedded with meaningful, memorable learning experiences. We want our pupils to develop a love of science that prepares them for a life in an increasingly scientific and technological world.
Our children increase their scientific knowledge through practical hands-on experiences which encourage curiosity and questioning, supported by their developing ‘working scientifically’ skills.
3. Procedure
3.1
Learning & Teaching 
Science is taught in weekly lessons to allow the children to regularly revisit and extend their understanding. The practical element of the lessons ensures that children develop their working scientifically skills to explore, question, predict, plan and carry out investigations and observations, as well as conclude findings. 

Where practicable cross-curricular links will be explored most often with maths and geography. Where necessary teachers will complete risk assessments and refer to CLEAPPS (Consortium of Local Education Authorities for the Provision of Science Services) for guidance on safe working in science.
3.2
Planning  
3.2.1
The science curriculum at Blakedown CE Primary School allows children to build upon prior learning and leads them into further understanding for use in later year groups.

3.2.2
Our science curriculum ensures that the most challenging of topics in each year group are taught later in the year and that where there is learning that builds upon prior learning then this is supported in the structure of the curriculum. 

3.2.3
We use the PLAN Science topic resources as this resource ensures progression and coverage of the correct areas of study. The PLAN science is web based and all staff have access to the free resources 
3.2.4
Please refer to the following appendices:

· Appendix 1 for the whole school curricular map

· Appendix 2 for working scientifically progression of skills.

3.3
Resources  

3.3.1
The main resource used is the PLAN science document that is found online. Other resources used are Explorify & Talking pictures, both of which support the development of children’s science talking and thinking skills. 
3.3.2
Relevant science resources relating to each area of study are kept in the year group classrooms and any general resources needed for all year groups are kept in the store room in Y6 classroom.

3.3.3
We use external providers such as the Hands On science team to deliver programmes to different year groups during the year on areas of the curriculum that are more difficult to deliver due to resourcing needs. 

3.3.4
Teachers plan visits to enhance their classes learning, for example, Year 1 going to the Birmingham Botanical Gardens and Year 3 going to Lower Smite Farm.
3.4
Assessment, Recording & Reporting
3.4.1
Class teachers assess children’s substantive knowledge on a half termly basis and record this on the OTrack tracking system. 
3.4.2
On a weekly basis teacher informally assess the progress children are making in each lesson and when they recap on prior learning at the beginning of each session. 
3.4.3
Staff can also use the TAPS (Teacher’s Assessment in Primary Science) assessment activities to identify the progress that children are making in working scientifically.

3.4.4
Science is reported to parents each term and on the end of year report. Teacher assessment is reported at the end of Key Stage 1 and 2.

4.
Monitoring
4.1
The subject leader and headteacher will monitor the effectiveness of this policy on a regular basis, through staff meetings, observations of teaching, monitoring of medium term plans, children’s work, pupil voice and analysis of data.  

4.2
The subject leader will report to the governing body on the effectiveness of the policy and if necessary make recommendations for further improvements.  Governors will also monitor the effectiveness of this policy through monitoring visits.
5.   
Linked Policies:  

Health & Safety.
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