The purpose of religious education

The Worssstershing Agreed Syllaous 2020 asseris the iImportance and value of religious
education [AE) for all pupils, with cn-going bensfits for sn opean, articulats snd understanding
Bocisly.

The following purposs statements undsrpin the syllabus." which iz construcied 1o suppont
pupits and tsacherz in fulfiling them:

= Hahigicus educaticn pontributes dynamically o children and young people’s education in
gohools by provoking challsnging guestions sbout meaning and purpose in e, belisfz sbout
Giod. utimate redity, izswse of rght and wrong and what it means to De human.

= |n RE pupi= learn sbout rsligions and belisfs in kocal, nstional and global conteeds, o
discover, expiore and considsr differsnt answers 1o thess qussticns.

= Pupits lsarn to weigh up the valus of wizdom from different sourcss, to develop and sxpresa
their insights in respones and to agres o disagres reepsctiuly.

= Tagching thersfons shoukd equip pupis with systematic knowlsdgs snd understanding of a
rargs of religions and beliefe, snabing them to dewsiop their idess, velues and identitiss.

= RE should develop in pupils an aptitude for dislogus 5o that they can participate positively in
CUr somsty, with its diverae religions and belefs.

= Pupiiz shoud gain and deploy the skils nesded 1o undsrstand, intsrpret and evalsats texts,
sources of wisdom and suthority and other svidencs. They should lsam to articulats cleary

and conersntly ther perscnal beliefs, idsas, valuss and sxperienoss while respscting the rght
of others to differ.

1 Thosa purposs stalomants am Skon from A Cumioutum Famewonk i Religious Ecuoation in Sngland [RES 2013,
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The purposs of RE i captured in the principal sim, which iz intended to be a shorthand
verzion for day-io-day ues. It showld be considensd ag & doonamEy iMo the widsr purposs
articulated SDOVE.

Principal aim

The principal aim of religious education is to explore what
people beliove and what difference this makes to how they
live, so that pupils can gain the knowledge, understanding
and zkills needed to handle questions raised by religion and
belief, reflecting on their own ideas and ways of living.

Eeohoolz should make uss of this principal aim throughout their planning to eneuns that al
tsaching &nd learming confributss o enabling pupilz 1o &chisve this aim. Sonools and BE
depariments will find that discwssing how the principal aim reslates to the purpess of RE.
and talking sbout how clasemom RE can contriouts to the sim, will be helpful for teachers in
clanfying what RE iz fior in their scnodl snd olassnoom.
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